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During my five months stay at the Rachel Carson Centre (12 September 2017 to 31 
January 2018) in Munich I advanced as planned in the development of a research network 
on Agricultural Landscapes, and continued writing a book on Soils, Seeds and Politics. In 
addition I initiated in collaboration with staff and fellows of the Rachel Carson Centre a 
worldwide project on the perception of insect loss. 
 
 
Development of a Collaborative Research Network on Perceptions of Insect Loss  
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The recent article by Hallmann and others (1 ) about a more than 75% decline in the 
biomass of flying insects in Germany over the past 27 years has received considerable 
media attention2 and sparked a need for reflection among a number of Carson fellows at 
the Rachel Carson Center (RCC). If such a huge share of the insects in Germany has 
disappeared, then this is certainly not an isolated phenomenon that would have stopped 
at German borders. How is the situation in other countries and regions of the world? 
What is the impact of this violent narrowing of life, of disappearing insects on flowers and 
fruits, on insect-eating birds and on insects that become "pests" resistant to man-made 
chemicals? French entomologists had raised the alarm on insect loss already in 2009 
initiating the creation of the network of an international Task 
Force on Systemic Pesticides. 
 
While the vast majority of insects may be invisible to most, they constitute essential 
components of shifting ecologies and environments. The news of massive insect declines 
in Germany comes on the heels of well-documented declines in populations of beneficial 
insect pollinators such as honey bees, bumble bees and monarch butterflies.(3). The 
project asks critical questions about the lifestyles, institutions and policies that are 
fuelling this decline, and the dangers it entails, as well as those ways of caring—individual 
and collective—that can make change possible.    
The coordinators invite all Carson fellows and students, past and current, to collect the 
stories of those entomologists in their home countries and countries of research who care 
about insects as living creatures. The project wants to give voice to those who were able 
to see, who have been conscious and attentive of insects, while they were invisible at best 
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to most people. Without diverse varieties of insects most flowering plants would cease to 
exist, food-webs of life would collapse, and the biophysical fabrics that hold together 
various human and nonhuman lives would be shredded.  The project envisions the chain 
of losses in the world without insects, focuses on insect friendly life styles, such as “take it 
out, do not kill it” techniques, new fashions for lawns, insects-friendly gardens and parks, 
and most importantly land used for agriculture. By means of art and narrative, the project 
want to extend ethical concern to insects. 
Concretely, as a first step, the coordinators want to organize a virtual exhibition on the 
Rachel Carson Center's Environment and Society Portal. This virtual exhibition will have 
three parts:  
 A first part shows the usefulness and importance of insects not only for humans, 
but for the web of life on Earth in general.  
 The second part will be many stories. The coordinators enjoin the Rachel Carson 
Fellows and Students to interview entomologists, professional and amateur, in all regions 
of the world, to tell their stories of loss of particular insect groups. From these interviews 
the fellows will then select one particular story of loss and write it up in a short piece of 
two or three pages. Each story of loss will be accompanied on the website by a portrait of 
the insect or insect group lost written by the fellow with the help of the entomologist (half 
a page).  
 In a third part, the exhibition will collect initiatives of caring for insects and calls 
for political action. The RCC certificate coordinator Ursula Münster will involve the RCC 
master certificate students in this part.  
This project makes a creative contribution to part 6 and 7 of the programme Changing 
Societies – New Frameworks for Modern Societies contributing to the diagnosis of 
environmental changes that are intimately linked to social patterns of perception and 
valuation. It also inscribes itself in the fifth subject of the research programme Changing 
Societies – New Frameworks for Modern Societies offering a new perspective on the 
social and ecological crisis.  
This project outline can be published on the website of the programme Changing 
Societies – New Frameworks for Modern Societies 


