
 
 

Summary of the research stay at the Fondation Maison des sciences de l’homme  in the context 
of the Franco-German research program “Changing Societies” (WZB & FMSH).  

"New Perspective of the Socio-ecological Crisis."  

Dr. Judith Nora Hardt, Postdoctoral Researcher Cluster of Excellence “Integrated Climate System 
Analysis and Prediction” (CliSAP), Institute for Geography, research group “Climate Change and 
Security”, University of Hamburg                                                                                           

 
My research stay from March 1 until April 30 at the FMSH served several purposes and I am glad 
that I had this chance and important opportunity. The broader purpose of the stay was to set up several 
points of contact with different people and partners in Paris. The goal was to explore possibilities for 
cooperation especially for a later research project and initiate a process of funding applications. In 
addition, the purpose of my research stay was to enrich my postdoctoral research project through 
exchange and cooperation with different scientists from interdisciplinary backgrounds, who are 
associated to the FMSH and to the Collège d’études mondiales, such as with other institutes.  
Broadly speaking my research is concerned with the analysis and description of the ecological 
dimensions of changes and challenges that societies are undergoing in the newly defined geological 
era by Paul Crutzen, the Anthropocene, which has been adopted by many scientists, artists and also 
politicians as a new perspective to locate and understand us humans in relation to nature. Within this 
context, my focus lies on security policies that are put into connection with climate politics.  
 
Research Project Application 
During the research stay, I was enabled to formulate the general research focus on threat-response 
logics connected to climate change into two main research project outlines that I presented to 
different third party funding institutions, which I will briefly outline here below.  
The first project is titled “Climate Security and Societal Transformation. A Comparative Analysis of 
France and Germany”. In collaboration with Institut D’Etudes Avancée I applied with this project 
outline to the Postdoctoral Fellowship of the Call of “Make Our Planet Great Again”. This project 
will critically analyze the interpretation and implementations of climate security in relation to the 
transformation of societies and will analyze the role of France and Germany’s climate action in 
reference to the concept of security in the frameworks of the Agenda 2030 and the Paris Agreement.  
The second project titled “Climate Change as a Challenge to Security: the Case of the Fiji Islands” 
was also formulated into a project proposal during my research stay. The project focuses on how 
national and human security are altered by the challenging dimensions of climate change and by the 
increasing interconnections between security politics and climate politics. This research project was 
presented to a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship from the Basque Country. I will also present it for 
a postdoctoral funding scheme at the Collège via the Gerda Henkel-Stiftung and for other fellowships 
for which the deadline lie later in the year.  

Publications 
Another important objective of the research stay was to dedicate time to the publication of papers 
and as two external groups of guest editors for publications approached me, I concentrated on the 
two following papers that I handed in after several review processes at the end of the research stay:  
Book chapter: Hardt, Judith Nora (forthcoming in 2018) “Security Studies and the Discourse on the 
Anthropocene: Shortcomings, Challenges and Opportunities” in Hickmann, Thomas; Partzsch, Lena; 
Pattberg, Philipp and Weiland, Sabine (eds.) The Anthropocene Debate and Political Sciences, 
London: Routledge. 



 
 

Journal article: Hardt, Judith Nora (forthcoming in 2018) “Complementing critique with affirmation: 
environmental security in the Anthropocene” in Journal of Global Society. I also worked on a book 
chapter for an edited book on Peace and Conflict Studies in Spanish but the chapter will be handed 
in after the research stay.  

Presentation  

Due to the vacation period at the end of April in France, the presentation of my book publication 
with Routledge “Environmental Security in the Anthropocene: Assessing Theory and Practice” was 
postponed to a later date, on May 28. I am very glad to be able to combine this presentation with 
presenting a Panel contribution to the Conference “The Right Use of the Earth. Knowledge, Power 
and Duties in a Finite Planet” at the Paris École normale supérieure.   

Other activities  

During the research stay, I proposed two conference panel abstracts. The first abstract is titled “Ethics 
of/for the future Viability of Society: analysis of a future vision for the German Ethics Council” and 
was presented to the DAAD Conference: Envisioning the Future for Germany and Europe and the 
theme “The future Viability of Society: What is the Future of our Global Society?” planned for the 
end of the year 2018. The second abstract was handed in under the title “Scientific Expertise, 
Responsibility and Power in a Changing Climate” to the Earth System Science Conference in 
November 2018. During the research stay, I also attended the Closing Conference of the Changing 
Societies Program at the WZB in Berlin, which was also a fruitful occasion for networking and 
scientific exchange.   

Furthermore, the research stay was important to establish several contacts, among others with Dr. 
François Gemenne, who was the coordinator of “Politiques de la Terre à l’épreuve de 
l’Anthropocène”. Further contacts were established to the Institut de Relations Internationales et 
Stratégiques, precisely with Alice Baillat and Bastien Alex, who both work as specialists on the field 
of climate change and security and are informing the French Ministry of Defence on these matters. 
These previous interviews and contacts were of importance concerning also the outline of the above-
mentioned research projects. Another important contact was established with the Postdoctoral Fellow 
of the Collège Dr. Luis Martinez, whom I consented to work with in the frame of a future research 
group establishment with other colleagues of him on the topic of “Ecology, Spirituality and Social 
Movements”. Another contact was established with Prof. Dr. Marc Fleurbay, Chairholder of 
the Welfare Economics and Social Justice Chair and with Prof. Dominique Méda Chair, as chair of 
Ecology, Work and Employment at the Collège. Furthermore, I established contact with Prof. Dr. 
Amy Dahan and Dr. Hélène Guillemot from the Institut Francilien Recherche Innovation Société 
and with Prof. Dr. Peter Burguess, Professor and Chair of Geopolitics of Risk at the Ecole Normale 
Supérieure, Paris. 

I also would like to point out that I was very well received and supported by the Collège and 
especially by the director Prof. Dr. Laëtitia Atlani-Duault, Dr. Sarah Guindani, Gwenaëlle Lieppe 
and Marie Guérin and I am very glad to stay in contact with the FMSH and envisage an associated 
research fellowship.  
At the Maison Suger, I was also provided with a great working atmosphere and I had all the necessary 
working conditions, which also enabled me to finalize the research stay concerning the major tasks 
of publication, project proposals, and networking in a very satisfactory and fruitful way.  


